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4th-grade
reading
skills are
Improving

WASHINGTON — Slightly
maore fourth-graders nation.
wide are reading proficiently
compared with a decade ago,
bt only a third of them are
now reading well, according
to A new report. The study also
found the reading skKills gap
etween children from lower-
income and higher-income
familics has grown, and pro-
ficieney varies considerably
across states,

Studente in all but six states
have impraved reading nrafi.
ciency, acoording tothe report by
the Annie B Casey Foundation,
which used reading scores from
the Mational Assessment of Edi-
cational Frogress, also known
as the Nation's Report Card. to
eompare reading skills of fourth-
graders in 2013 and 2003,

Maryland, the Distriet of
Columbia and Rhode Island saw
the biggest gains, while reading
Iewvels deelined in Alaska, Mich-
lgan, South Dakota and West
Virginia. Reading proficiencey
remained level in Connecticut,
which had the highest percent.
age of fourth-graders reading
proficiently in 2000, and in Mon-
Tars.

5till, the range of reading
skills across the states was
striking. The proportion of
fourth-grade students reading
proficiently last vear ranged
from 21 percent in New Mexico
and Misalssippl o 57 percent in
Massachusetts.

“The gap between Missis-
cippi and Mew Moxieo and Mag.
sarhusatts is pretry huge,” said
Laura Speer. the foumlation’s
associate direcior for policy

reform and advocacy, “Just
looking at that component
across the country can tell you
a lot about the cconomic vital-
ity of those places and how
educated their workforces are
gaing to he”



